Corticotropin-releasing hormone peptide and human first-trimester placental growth.
The aim of this study was to determine whether corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH) regulates human trophoblast cell growth. The results showed that exogenous CRH significantly stimulated human trophoblast proliferation in first-trimester primary cultures. In vivo, CRH was strongly immunolocalised to cytotrophoblastic cells in proliferative cell columns and in chorionic villi. We postulate that CRH may have an important role in early placental development and successful pregnancy.